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Saintly Model of Persistence  
in Faithfulness, Prayer, and Love

   By Anne Wilson

M  other Teresa. The mere mention of her name evokes 
thoughts of praise, admiration, and, most likely, 
unattainable sanctity. Could any of us ever dream to reach 

her level of holiness? Honored internationally for her work with the 
poor, she has much to teach the rest of us who are struggling to just pay 
attention to this week’s homily.

As the universal Church celebrates her canonization, we take a 
look back at her life and the inspirational lessons she left behind for 
all people, no matter their circumstances: lessons in the primacy of 
prayer, the necessity of a simple and pure love, and a firm persistence 
in faith.

Family Life
Mother Teresa was born Agnes—Gonxha in her own language—Bojaxhiu 

on August 26, 1910 to a Catholic Albanian family in present-day 
Macedonia. Here with her older brother and sister, Agnes first 

learned about prayer, love, and persistence in faith from her 
father Nikola and mother Drane.

Family life held a sacred place in her upbringing due 
to the tumultuous times, both politically and spiritually, 

in which they were living. Among Albanians in Agnes’ 
day, Catholics were few in number. As a minority, they 
clung to their faith as a bedrock of calm in a politically 
charged cultural environment. Many Albanians, 
Agnes’ father included, clamored for independence 

from the seemingly endless revolving door of 
political entities claiming power. Agnes’ mother 

Drane clung to her faith, convinced that while 
violence was outside their door, inside their 
home the focus would be on prayer and 
love. Daily Mass attendance and recitation 
of the rosary, along with outreach to the 
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