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Introduction

The Spirit of the Lord is
upon me, because he has
anointed me to bring good
4/90 news to the poor. He has sent
o /S e to proclaim release to
I}Z/de lV€S and recovery of
Oﬂ@ blind, to let the

oﬂ[m@s 25 free
&00\39’4//}&1(5 4:18

Perhaps you’re reading this pamphlet
because you’re thinking about becoming
a member of a religious order. Maybe
you want to know something about
religious life and what it might mean
in today’s world. What you’ll find here
are a few short introductory comments
and insights about the religious life.
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This reflection doesn’t presume to be
the last word about communal religious
life. I hope the pamphlet will encourage
you to move to a comprehensive explo-
ration of the vocation to religious life.



Religious Men and Women

Do you recognize the designations
Franciscan, Benedictine, Dominican,
Salvatorian, Redemptoristine, or
Christian Brother? Perhaps you are
/géamﬂlar with these well-known names:
esa of Calcutta, Sr. Thea Bowman,
Sr He ‘]';g ejean, or St. André Bessette.
Or mé d gvere taught in school
by a favoP[ce teac@e or experienced
the care of a hQsp %Qhaplam simply
identified as Sister, %Sh A(),t Father.
Wherever and however yousgy, red
a religious woman or man<p wﬁs@
probably in some kind of service or Sor
ministry within the Catholic community.
I have countless experiences and
memories of religious men and women
who formed my Catholic life. I was
taught by religious women who were
members of the Dominican Order, and
the parish I belonged to was staffed by



religious men known as Redemptorists
who were members of the Congregation
of the Most Holy Redeemer. When we
were unable to attend our own parish
church for Sunday Mass, we might go to
Mass at the Catholic Information Center,
/g which was staffed by the Paulists, or at
&G atholic university in town, which
was stQﬂﬁeél by the Jesuits. Everywhere
we , und men and women
from différgnt t@igious orders and
congregatlons th%%@ﬂ@ some sort of
ministry and serv Ay ,7
In my expenence ﬁgﬁ@ous
men and women, | sensed Tsax th@&e
was something different about them, “&¢
something that seemed to set them apart. )
But I was unable to clearly identify what
it was that made them seem different.
I could sense a different spirit in each
place. When I was in the church staffed
by the Jesuits, the feeling was different
than the one I felt in the church staffed
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O"/',o(/ The Role of Charism

by the Redemptorists. It was not until
much later that I came to understand
that this feeling was an experience of
the unique charism—or gift—of each
of the different communities of male
or female religious.

(%c%’ ofthe Catholic Church
teaches / evé@ erson, through
these gifts glveﬁ %0, Qﬁ; at once the
witness and the 11v1n€0n trﬂvﬁ t of the
mission of the Church” g@@ tBut

some people in the Church arQledt N

live a public life of witness and service.

From the earliest times in the history
of the Church, men and women freely
chose to answer the baptismal call of the
Lord by trying to live gospel values in a
dedicated and focused manner. Women
and men were raised up who came to
a clear understanding and focus about
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